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and tn the moft exa& regard , fupport the worfhippes of their 
name,0 moft frnall fault, how vgly didft thou in Cordelia ftiew 
that like an engine wrcnchtmy frame of nature from the fi X t 
place, drew from my heart all loue,& added to the gall ; 6 L (ar 
Lear ! beate at this gate that let thy folly in, and thy dcarciude- 
mcnt out, goe,goe, my people? ° 

Ow^e.My Lord, I am guiltlefle as I am ignorant. 

Lear . It may be fo my Lord, harke Nature, heare deere G«d- 
defle/ufpend thy purpofe, if thou didft intend to make this cre- 
ture truitefulljinto her wombe conuey fterility,dry vp in her the 
Organs of encreafe, and from her derogate body neucrfpring a 
babe to honor her; if fhe muft teem, create herchildeoffpleen 
that it may liue and be a thourt difuetur’d torment to her, let it 
ftampe wrinckles in her brow of youth, with accent teares, fret 
channels in her cheekes, turne all her mothers paines and bene- 
fits to laughter and contempt, that (bee may feele.how (harper 
then a ferpents tooth it is,to haue a thanklcfte chtlde, eoc <>oc 
my people? & J 

Duke. Now G ods that we adore, whereof comes this 1 

Csw.Neuer affli&your felfeto know the caufe/mt let hisdif- 
pofition haue that feopethat dotage giues it. 

Lear. What, fifty of my followers at a clap,within a fortnight ? 

Duk.e. What is the matter fir i 

Lear . lie tell thee,life and death ! Iamalham’d that thou haft 
power to Ihake my man-hood thus, that thcl'e hot teares that 
breakc from me perforce.lhould make the worft blafts and foes 
vpon the vntender woundings of a fathers curfe, perufe euerty 
fence about the olde fond cics,be-weepe this caufe aoaine, ile 
pluckeyou out, and you caft with the waters that you make to 
temper clay, yea;is it come to this ? yet haue I left a daughter, 
■whom I am fure is kinde and comfortable, when fhe flialfheare 
this of thee, with her nailes fhce’l fley thy woluilh vifage, thou 
flialcfindc that ile refume the ftiape, which thou docftthinkel 
haue caft off for etier/hou (halt I warrant thee. Exit. 

Gon.D o you marke that my Lord ? 

Duke, I cannot be fo partiall Conor ill to the great loue I beare 
yon. "• 

Con. 
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c „ Come fir,no more , yo»,mo,e knaue then fofle.efter you, 

lowcs after. 

Caw. What Ofxald, ho. 

Ofyald. Heere Madam. .. v 

Con. W hat, hau e you writ this letter to my filter ? 

Sc you fome company ,and away to horfe/nforme her 
full of my particular feares,and thereto adde fuch reafons of vour 
owne,as may compaft it more,getyou gone, and after your ie- 

now my Lord, this mildie gentlcneffe andeourfe of 

yours though I diftike not, yet vndcr pai don y are much more a- 
Lt want of wifedome,thcn praife for harmfull nuldneffe. 

1 Duke. How farreyour eics may pierce I cannot tell, 

Striuing to better ought, we' naarre what’s well, 

Go».Nay then 

P^.WelljWell/he euent, " f#f * 

Enter Lear, Kent , and Foole. 

Lear Go you before to Glocefter with thefe Letters, acquaint 
my daughter no further^kh any thing you know, then comes 
from her demand out of the Letter, if your diligence be not fpec- 

dic,l flaall be there before you. 

Kent. I will not fleepe my Lord, till I haue deliUercd your let- 
ter, Exit • 

Foole. Tfa mans Braincs were in hisheeles, wert not in danger 
ofkybes? Lear. I boy. 

Foole. Then I prethee be merry ,thy yvit (hall neve go fliplhcd. 
Le^r.Ha,ha,ha. 

Toole. Shalt lee thy other daughter wilt 'vfe thee kindly, for 
though (he is as like thi*,as a crabbe is like an apple, yet I con, 
what I can tell. 

Lear . W hy what car.ft thou tell my boy ? 

Fools. Shce’l tafte as like this, as a crab doth to a crab ; thou 
“ canli 


